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To read the full essay and to learn more  
about this year’s honorees, please visit  
www.nj.com/helpinghands/jeffersonawards

Sponsored by:A program of:

“Do you know  
someone who makes  

a difference in  
your community?”

If you do, then nominate  
them for the prestigious  

Jefferson Award by visiting  
www.nj.com/jeffersonawards  

Jefferson Awards honor  
ordinary people who,  

through public service and  
volunteerism efforts,  

do extraordinary things for  
other people, their  

community, their nation,  
or the environment. 

Linda Bowden, President
PNC Northern New Jersey

Ed Selover, Executive Vice President and General 
Counsel for PSEG, and honoree Matthew Erickson

Honoree 
Matthew Erickson
Matthew Erickson of Red Bank was nomi-
nated by his father, Bernie Erickson, for his 
commitment to saving energy through  
Matthew’s HelpLightNJ program. Matthew  
established HelpLightNJ at age 15, with a 
three-pronged goal to raise money to  
purchase and distribute energy-saving light 
bulbs to needy families and seniors, reduce 
greenhouse gases, and motivate others to get 
involved and make a difference. Matt’s efforts 
earned a grant from the NJ Clean Energy  
Program to distribute 60,000 bulbs; and he 
has grown HelpLightNJ to involve more 
than 20 other students and the support of 11 
schools. The 10,000 families who received the 
bulbs will save more than $4 million in energy 
costs. Simple actions can make a difference.

Honoree Matthew Erickson with his nominator  
Bernie Erickson


