
2009 New Jersey State  
Jefferson Awards

presents

To read the full essay and to learn more  
about this year’s honorees, please visit  
www.nj.com/helpinghands/jeffersonawards

Sponsored by:A program of:

“Do you know  
someone who makes  

a difference in  
your community?”

If you do, then nominate  
them for the prestigious  

Jefferson Award by visiting  
www.nj.com/jeffersonawards  

Jefferson Awards honor  
ordinary people who,  

through public service and  
volunteerism efforts,  

do extraordinary things for  
other people, their  

community, their nation,  
or the environment. 

Linda Bowden, President
PNC Northern New Jersey

Sam Beard, co-founder of the Jefferson Awards, 
honoree Pat DiFabio, and Daria Placitella,  
Executive Vice President, Eastern Region, PNC 
Wealth Management

Honoree Pat DiFabio with two of his  
nominators, Patrice DeCastro (left) and  
Michael DiFabio (right). Third nominator  
Cathy Callahan was not present

Honoree 
Pat DiFabio
Pat DiFabio of Garwood was nominated 
by his children, Cathy Callahan, Patrice 
DeCastro, and Michael DiFabio, for his 
lifelong and “contagious” commitment  
to volunteering. He is currently serving 
his 58th year with the Garwood Volunteer  
Fire Department. Pat DiFabio is also the 
President of Garwood Senior Citizens, 
and is a member of the Runnells Special-
ized Hospital Volunteer Guild. He’s been 
a member of the First Aid Squad and 
the Lions Club, founded the Babe Ruth 
League, coached Little League, and  
donated his musical talents to raise funds 
for local causes. Dad does it all with a 
smile and a happy heart.


